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In an Oct. 8 address to the UN General Assembly, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega invited
the US to resume a "dialogue" with Managua after the Central American peace plan goes into
effect. He also criticized the Reagan administration's plans to request renewed aid for the contras.
In response, the six-member US delegation led by Vernon Walters, walked out. In his address,
Ortega called for talks between Nicaragua and the US to be held 35 days after the peace plan takes
effect Nov. 7. The delay would allow Washington to see whether the peace plan is working, he said,
because an impartial international commission is to report on the plan's implementation 30 days
after it takes effect. He asserted that Reagan's decision to ask for $270 million in renewed aid for the
contras violated the peace plan, and described the president as "flippant and disrespectful." At a
news conference after the speech, Ortega said that LA PRENSA, the opposition daily closed by his
regime but recently allowed to reopen under the peace plan's terms, would be shut down again if
it supported Reagan's new aid request for the contras. The Nicaraguan president said the time had
come for the US to open a "dialogue" with his regime and "normalize relations" instead of trying
to overthrow it. "Rambo exists only in the movies," he said to loud applause from delegates. He
recalled that negotiations had taken place between the two countries in Manzanillo, Mexico and that
they had been suspended by Washington in 1985 after nine meetings. The Nicaraguan president
implied that the new peace plan, agreed to by the five Central American presidents in August,
would bring the country's civil war to an end and confirm his own government in power. He said the
US would realize this if it waited 30 days for the report of the International Verification Commission
that will oversee its implementation. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, UPI, 10/09/87)
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